BLACKBEARD THE PIRATE

F ON THE ATLANTIC
d few soldiers and sailors
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¢ was born in England and, when only a boy, left

¢ North Carnitna coast.

home o go 0 sea 35 2 wnmcn.. He noticed how weak the
colonics were and d . o berome a member of a pirate
crew. So ?ulmmm mn.cn .nowr_ was he that soon he was the
captain of his own ship, the Queen Anne’s Revenge.
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quarters. By now; no one remembered his real name. The
name Blackbeard was enough to make people shake with
terror, and he liked this.

Blackbeard was a tall, strong man—fearful to look at
He would take locks of his long black hair and beard, twist
them into little pigtails, and bind them with colored rib-
bons. During a battle with an unfortunate ship, he would
tie slow-burning matches to the pigtails near his forehead.
He Jooked as if he might explode anv minute, like a fire-
cracker. Hanging from his shoulders down across his chest
was a leather belt with six pistols, all cocked and r
shoot. He carried 2 sword in his strong hand.

Most pirate captains attacked only weak vessels; but not
Blackbeard. He was so brazen that he went after warships
too. He was not afraid of anybody. Once he took his fect
to Charlestown, South Carclina, and took over the town.
The Governor of South Carolina and his officials looked on
helplesslv

Early in 1718, Blackbeard heard that the King of Eng-
land would pardon all pirates who turned themselves in.
Blackbeard sailed up to see Governor Charles Eden of North
Carolina and surrendered himself and twenty of his men
It 'was reported that Governor Eden was a friend of Black-
beard, because he gave the Governor part of his booty. We
do not know whether this is true or not but certainly Gov-
ernor Eden was easy on pirates. g

‘For a while, Blackbeard stopped being a pirate. He
bought a big house in North Caroiina, gave fine parties.
and made a great display of the money and jeweis he had
stolen. He married a girl sixteen vears old and Governor

Eden performed the ceremony. The poor girl did not know
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Blackbeard: The Pirate Story

Why were pirates so successful along the Atlantic Coast?

Where was Blackbeard born?
Name his ship.

Why did he hide out along the NC Coast?

Describe Blackbeard.

Blackbeard was brazen. Brazen means bold, shameless.
Describe actions, which show him to be brazen.

“Booty” is pirate treasure. To whom did Blackbeard give
part of his booty? Why?

8. Name the Governor of NC.

9. How many wives did Blackbeard have?

10. Since the Governor of NC wouldn’t take action against
Blackbeard, the people of NC turned to Governor
Spotswood of VA. Spotswood sent to
take Blackbeard, “dead or alive”.

11. Who warned Blackbeard that people were coming to get
him?

12. Why did Maynard attack the “Adventure”?

13. What did Blackbeard’s men find when they boarded the
“Ranger”?

14. Describe the final battle.



