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A “Slave” was a person owned by another person. The owner was called a “master. The slave was not paid by the master, but did receive food, clothing, and shelter. Slaves were bound to the land of their owner. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]People have owned other people for thousands of years. In early times, slaves were mostly prisoners of war, persons who owed money, or individuals who had committed crimes. Long ago, armies usually slaughtered their captives, but eventually decided to spare their lives and use them as laborers and servants.
Most ancient peoples had slaves. The Greeks bought slaves from pirates who captured them in distant lands.  Romans enslaved people throughout their Mediterranean empire. The children of poor families were occasionally sold into slavery. Thousands of years ago, slaves were from many races, but in recent centuries most have been black Africans. 
	Toward the end of the Middle Ages, slavery nearly disappeared in the world. Wealthy lords in Europe were using serfs to do the work on their manors. But in the 1400s, Prince Henry of Portugal began sending sailors south along the coast of Africa in the hope of finding a water route to India. Forts and trading posts were established along Africa’s west coast. The Portuguese soon realized that selling captured Africans to the people in Europe could earn huge profits.  The slaves were given jobs as servants, farm laborers, and port workers. 
	During the 1500s, 1600s, and 1700s, European countries founded colonies in North America, the West Indies, and South America. Cheap labor was needed to work in gold and silver mines, and on plantations that grew cotton, sugar cane, and other cash crops. Soon, ships from Great Britain, Portugal, Holland, and France were carrying African slaves to the New World. Plantation owners found that Africans easily adapted to the hot, humid climate where cotton and sugar cane were grown. Almost all of Africa had a similar tropical climate. 
	Slavery had existed in Africa itself for hundreds of years before trading companies began taking Africans to the Americas. Africans owned other Africans, although they never referred to them as “slaves.” The laborers were often prisoners or people forced into slavery as punishment for committing a crime. A slave usually worked in another African’s house, and was treated much like a member of the family. The only people who owned more than a few slaves were African Kings. Slaves were never used in large numbers to farm the land, as in North America and South America. 
	While Europeans were taking slaves out of West Africa, Arab traders were doing the same in East Africa. The Arabs made a fortune selling Africans to customers in North Africa and in the Middle East. Arab caravans took goods south across the Sahara Desert and exchanged them for Africans captured by other Africans during tribal wars. African kings fought battles against each other to gain prisoners that could be exchanged for guns, rum, cloth, and other items. Sometimes the Arabs themselves attacked tribal peoples and took prisoners that could be sold for profit. Rich families in North Africa and the Middle East were willing to spend large sums of money for servants. 
	It is estimated that 15 million Africans were taken by slave traders. About 10 million of them went to Europe and the New World. Several million more died while marching in chains from the interior of Africa to the coast. Survivors were often imprisoned at forts or “slave factories” until the ships came for them. 
	The slaves (men, women, and children) had no idea where they were being taken or what would be done with them. Most had never seen a boat before, and did not understand what made it move through the water. Some of the prisoners wondered if their cruel captors would make them live forever on the ship. Many were so afraid that they could not eat. Those who did not eat were beaten by the European traders. The traders wanted them to be strong and healthy so they would bring a high price when they sold in America. 
	The African slaves were very confused. They did not understand the European traders’ language and did not know what they were saying. In many cases, slaves could not understand each other either. They were often from different parts of Africa, where different languages were spoken. Once in awhile, a slave would escape from his chains and jump overboard. He felt it would be better to drown than continue the frightening voyage. 
	Slavery in the world was viewed as being normal and acceptable.  But in the late 1700s, philosophers in France began pointing out that it was wrong for one person to own another. Soon, a group called “abolitionists” began voicing criticism of slavery. The Quakers in England and the 13 Colonies were early members of the early abolitionist movement. The movement gained momentum, and in 1792 Demark became the first country to outlaw the slave trade. The United States, Great Britain, and other nations eventually passed similar laws to end the slave trade. Though the importation of slaves to the United States became illegal in 1808, slavery continued to exist until the close of the Civil War in 1865. When Latin American countries won their independence from Spain in the 1820’s, most put an end to slavery. About this time, David Livingstone and other missionaries went to Africa where they worked to help end slavery. 
	Abolitionists in Great Britain established the country of Sierra Leone in West Africa as a homeland for freed slaves. They named the capital city Freetown. A group of people in the United Stated founded the nation of Liberia, where freed American slaves could settle. While the vast majority of freedmen chose to stay in Europe and America, some did decide to return to Africa. 

True or False?
	1.
	A person who owned another person was called an overseer.

	2.
	Slave owners paid their laborers a minimum wage.

	3.
	The Portuguese were the first people in the world to have slaves.

	4.
	Prisoners of war and poor people were among the earliest slaves.

	5.
	The ancient Greeks and Romans opposed slavery.

	6.
	Trading companies made huge profits carrying slaves to Europe and the New World.

	7.
	At one time, Africans in Africa owned other Africans.

	8.
	Slavery came to an end in the United Stated in 1808.

	9.
	Slave factories were temporary holding centers for captive Africans awaiting shipment to Europe and America.

	10
	The abolitionist movement resulted in the founding of the new nations of Sierra Leone and Liberia. 



Thought Questions: In your notebook, answer the following questions.
1. Why do you suppose that people once thought slavery was normal and acceptable?
2. For a slave captures in the interior of Africa and taken to a plantation in America, what do you think was the worst part of the ordeal?
3. If you were an abolitionist living in the United States about the year 1800, what reasons would you give for ending slavery?
4. If you had been slave in the United States and had won your freedom when the Civil War ended, would you have wanted to live in America as a free person or got to Africa to live? Why?

Personal Perspective: Respond the following prompt in your notebook.
1. Imagine that you are an African slave during the height of the slave trade. Complete a journal entry describing your capture and journey to the New World. Your journal entry should display knowledge of the slave trade and an understanding of the emotions of an African slave.  
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