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· Dates are subject to change
Reading Guides: For each assigned reading, there will be a reading guide assigned as well. You are expected to complete each reading guide before the day it is due. It is best to complete these as you read. Each reading guide will be slightly different, but they will all include the following:

Pre-Reading Vocabulary: Before beginning each reading, you will need to define some vocabulary. This vocabulary will be seen in the section and you will need to have the definitions on hand for better understanding. 

Literary Analysis: Each reading guide will ask you to analyze the language and the author’s techniques. Provide a thorough explanation to reach question. (Some questions may ask for quotes from the text)
*You may need to reference your “Author’s Toolbox” notes

Personal Response: You will be asked to respond to several questions at the end of each reading. These questions will ask you to apply your knowledge of the text and to share your personal opinion. Your answer to these questions should be thoughtful and detailed.

Seminar Discussions: You will be required to participate in seminar discussions inspired by our text. Each student will need to sign up to be in the “inner circle” for at least one of the seminars. When you are not participating in the “inner circle”, you will be responsible for actively listening to your classmates and taking notes on the chart provided. Listed below are our three discussion topics:
1. In 1759, Ben Franklin writes, “They that can give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty not safety.” What does this mean? What is liberty? What is Franklin advising? Do you agree? What would you say? How does this apply today, if it applies today?
2. Poet and philosopher, George Santayana, 1863-1952), was born in Spain and lived part of his life in the United States. One of the things he was most famous for was what we would call “one-liners” (aphorisms).  Santayana said in one of his famous one-liners, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” What did Santayana mean? Can you think of some examples of past events that should never be repeated? What are the lessons we should learn from those events?
3. “These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny like hell is not easily conquered yet we have consolation with the, the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; it is dearness only that gives everything its value.” – Thomas Paine after the Declaration of Independence --- What is he talking about? Do you agree? Do you think it is true today?
