We the People ...

The United States Constitution consists of ihrze main -
The preamble introduces the Constitution and s:ztes its
purpose. The seven articles outline how our government js
organized. The amendments are changes in or edditions to

-

— the original Constitution.
In the 20C years since the Constitution Was written, 26 amendments have been zddeq. The
first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were adopted in 1791. The Biil of Richts wz
written to protect people's individual rights. .

i

Read the prazmble of oyr Constitution, Using the words in the scroll, writs 2 Synonym fer eac-

boldfaced word in the preambla.
.f

FRZAMBLE p

We the pecple of the United Stztes, in order o form a more perfec: union, !
estabiish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, |
premote the generza| welifare, and S€cure the blessings of liberty to oursalvas l’
and cur posterity, 4o ordain anc establish this Constitution for the United Stzies |
|

of Amsrica.
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Use each word in the feather Pen once to fill in the blanks.

When the United States declared its independence from D in 1778,
each colony had jis Own government. It became important to have zn agreement

unifying all thirteen colonies. Under the first writien agreement, calizg the Articles of
\_

Confederation, individual & wers more powerful than the n

whole.
[

Problems zrose with tha Ariclss and a meeting was called +o
change them. James M &Gison asked zf| Bl statesto

ation as z

Seénd delegates to the Constitutional Convention. Once the
meeting began, the delegates decidegd 10 write a new

LN signed the Constitution on September 11, 1787,
The founding fathers weanted to maks our government

() i o 3 ; -
——————— . They agreed to give Cong;
branch, more bower than it had had under the previous form of

S.debated for four & zhout what rules
snould be included. Afier many compromises, mosi

government. Next they crez

by the (—7—’_________ of the United States, angd made it

responsible for enforcing the laws, Finally they designed a
court system, known as the judicial branch, responsible for
ez S DT ENCH

explaining the law.

These (® branches of our government work as 3

Sysiem of checks an balances. Power 2nd respensibil
— = =ISCRS anc palance:
el8

L’-_______totaHy controls our

divided so that no on
country.

The Unijteg States Constitution is the besic set of
A that governs our country. Itis th

ess, the law-making

ted the exscutive branch, headed

ibilities are

the supreme law

of the land and guarantees to U.S. citizens certajn liberties; or

freecoms.



